Application No. 09/731,793 

Reply to Office Action of January 6, 2004 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A m e thod for adjusting An adjusting device for a 
multi-beam source unit, comprising: th o multi b e am sourc e unit including 
a mounting bracket; 

a base member rotatably mounted on said mounting bracket; and 
a multi-beam laser diode capable of e mitting multi las e r b e ams from provided with a 
plurality of light emitting points positioned substantially in a straight line with respect to each 
other, said multi-beam laser diode being detachably mounted on said base member and 
configured to radiate a laser beam from [[a]] the plurality of light emitting points^ and a 
collimator Ions for collimating th e multi las e r beams, th e multi las e r diode having a st e m 
formed with a cutout portion, th e multi beam sourc e unit b e ing d e sign e d so as to be s e t to a 
scanning optical sy s t e m on th e assumption that th e plural light e mitting points ar e arrang e d in 
th e dir e ction of a pr e d e t e rmin e d standard d e sign lin e wh e n th e y are pres e nt on a virtual 
straight lin e d e fin e d by said cutout portion , th e m e thod comprising m e asuring an arrang e d 
stat e of th e light e mitting points with r es p e ct to th e standard design lin e on th e basis of b e am 
spots on an imag e surfac e corr e sponding to an imag e r e cording surfac e and rotating th e 
multi b e am laser diode about an optical axis of th e scanning optical syst e m to align th e 
arrangem e nt dir e ction of the light e mitting points with the dir e ction of th e standard design 
line 

wherein said base member is configured to rotate such that said laser beam from said 
multi-beam laser diode is radiated onto a predetermined position of an image recording plane 
of a scanning optical system . 
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Claim 2 (currently amended): A m e thod for adjusting The adjusting device for a 

multi-beam source unit according to claim 1, wherein th e virtual straight lin e is d e fin e d by a 

concave or conv e x portion as an e ngaging portion for positioning formed in tho atom said 

multi-beam laser diode includes a stem having a pair of first cutout portions and a second 

cutout portion, said pair of first cutout portions configured to define a line, and said second 

cutout portion configured to fixedly position said multi-beam laser diode to said base 

member . 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A method for adjusting The adjusting device for a 
multi-beam source unit according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein [[on]] said base member is 
rotated such that a line defined by joining two beam spots corresponding to two of the 
plurality of light emitting points that are farthest from each other is aligned with said line 
defined by said pair of first cutout portions th e imag e surface corresponding to tho imago 
r e cording s urfac e an arrang e m e nt dir e ction of tho light emitting points with resp e ct to th e 
standard design lino is determined on the basis of a straight lin e obtain e d by joining two beam 
spots corr e sponding to two light emitting points locat e d r e motest from e ach oth e r out of th e 
light emitting points . 

Claims 4-14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (new): An image forming apparatus comprising: 
a mounting bracket; 

a base member rotatably mounted on said mounting bracket; 

a multi-beam source unit including a multi-beam laser diode provided with a plurality 
of light emitting points positioned substantially in a straight line with respect to each other, 



4 



Application No. 09/731,793 

Reply to Office Action of January 6, 2004 

said multi-beam laser diode being detachably mounted on said base member and configured 
to radiate a laser beam from the plurality of light emitting points; and 

an adjusting member provided in said multi-beam source unit and configured to adjust 
a position of said multi-beam laser diode, 

wherein said base member is configured to rotate such that said laser beam from said 
multi-beam laser diode is radiated onto a predetermined position of an image recording plane 
of a scanning optical system. 

Claim 16 (new): The image forming apparatus according to claim 15, wherein said 
adjusting member further comprises a control circuit and a CCD camera. 

Claim 17 (new): The image forming apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said 
control circuit includes an image processing control section configured to read an image of 
the plurality of light emitting points of said multi-beam laser diode captured by said CCD 
camera and configured to calculate an inclination angle of an arrangement of the light 
emitting points based on said image. 
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